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ANNUAL  SKETCH. 


AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION. 


1854—1855. 


During  the  year,  ending  February  28,  1855,  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  Missionary  Department  of  the  Society,  together 
with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  last  year,  were 
$65,764  61.  The  expenditures  for  missionary  purposes 
during  the  same  period  were  $72,727  04. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in  the  Missionary  Department 
the  expenditures  have  exceeded  the  receipts  from  all 
sources  by  $6,962  43. 

But  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  have  not  only  fallen 
short  of  the  disbursements ; they  have  also  fallen  a little 
behind  those  of  the  preceding  year.  Comparing  the  dona- 
tions and  legacies  of  the  two  years,  we  find  a decrease  of 
about  $2,000  from  each  source,  thus  reducing  our  income 
$3,950  70  below  that  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

For  this  fact  causes  can  be  readily  assigned,  and  though 
we  regret  it,  we  feel  that  the  Society  has  abundant  cause 
for  thankfulness,  that  amid  many  difficulties  its  friends 
have  done  so  nobly,  and  so  largely  bestowed  upon  it  the 
means  of  usefulness.  And  still  more  reason  have  we  for 
thankfulness  to  Rod,  our  glorious  and  gracious  King  and 
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Father,  and  Giver  of  all  good,  that  we  are  enabled  to  say, 
as  we  would  with  joy  and  gratitude,  that,  though  our  re- 
ceipts have  decreased,  the  results  of  our  missionary  work 
have  increased.  In  no  previous  year  have  we  done  so 
much  for  the  extension  of  gospel  truth  among  the  young 
and  destitute  as  in  the  past  twelve  months.  This  will 
appear  from  the  following  statement  of  the  work  accom- 
plished. „ 

MISSIONARY  LABORS  AND  RESULTS. 

The  Society  has  had  in  its  service  for  a part  or  the  whole 
of  the  year,  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  missionaries. 
Of  these,  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  were  students,  mostly 
in  a course  of  preparation  for  the  gospel  ministry,  who  de- 
voted their  vacations  to  this  work. 

The  results  of  the  labors  of  the  whole  corps  of  mission- 
aries during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — - 


Sunday-schools  organized  where  none  previously  existed  - 2,440 

Teachers  induced  to  enter  and  conduct  these  schools  - - 16,623 

Children  gathered  into  these  schools  -----  97,954 

Sunday-schools  visited,  supplied  with  books  and  aided  in 

various  ways  - --  --  --  - 3,463 

Teachers  in  these  schools  -------  24,S96 

Scholars  in  these  schools  -------  157,755 

Total  of  Sunday-schools  organized  or  visited  - 5,903 


To  these  results  are  to  be  added  the  fruits  of  the  labors 
of  our  active  and  honored  auxiliary,  the  New  York  Sun- 
day-school Union,  whose  increased  usefulness  during  the 
past  year  has  cheered  and  stimulated  the  friends  of  Sun- 
day-school missions  in  great  cities.  Through  the  efforts  of 
this  auxiliary  some  twenty  mission  schools  have  been  or- 
ganized in  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  not  included  in  the 
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previous  summary.  Into  these  schools  about  four  hundred 
teachers  and  four  thousand  scholars  have  been  gathered. 

In  the  city  of  Philadelphia  a similar  movement  has  been 
commenced  during  the  past  year,  to  result,  we  trust,  in 
great  and  permanent  good  to  the  neglected  children  and 
youth  of  this  city,  forty  thousand  of  whom  are  uncared  for 
by  existing  Sunday-schools.  Through  the  agency  of  this 
association  three  schools  have  been  organized. 

It  thus  appears  that  through  the  agencies  employed  by 
this  Society,  (excluding  those  operating  in  our  cities,)  in 
one  year,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  Sunday- 
schools  have  been  organized  where  none  previously  existed; 
that  more  than  sixteen  thousand  persons  have  been  induced 
to  undertake  the  Sunday-school  teachers’  office  in  these 
schools ; and  that  into  them  there  have  been  gathered  more 
than  ninety-seven  thousand  children.  Including  the  labors 
of  our  auxiliary  societies,  the  number  of  children  gathered 
into  new  schools  is  over  one  hundred  thousand.  Yet 
striking,  interesting  and  cheering  as  are  these  facts,  how 
very  far  do  they  fall  short  of  conveying  to  the  mind  the 
whole  truth,  as  to  the  good  effected  by  this  simple  agency ! 
Who  are  these  one  hundred  thousand  pupils  thus  collected 
for  Bible  study  on  the  Lord’s  day  ? They  are,  in  three 
cases  out  of  four,  if  not  in  nine  out  of  ten,  the  offspring  of 
parents  either  careless  as  to  the  whole  matter  of  personal  re- 
ligion, or,  through  vice,  infidelity  or  Romanism,  rendered 
hostile  to  the  Gospel  plan  of  salvation.  Left  by  their 
parents  to  roam  as  sheep  without  a Shepherd,  they  have 
now  been  led  into  the  fold  of  the  Sunday-school.  And 
where  are  these  schools  formed  ? They  are  in  the  hemlock 
woods  of  Maine;  among  the  Green  mountains  of  Vermont; 
at  the  foot  of  the  Catskills ; in  the  valley  of  the  Alleghany 
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range  from  Pennsylvania  to  Alabama;  on  the  prairies  of 
the  North-west;  and  amid  the  forests  of  the  South-west; 
and  everywhere  they  are  centres  of  religious  influence, 
planted  for  the  most  part  where  a stated  ministry  cannot 
he  sustained;  organized  at  a cost  most  trifling,  self-support- 
ing, self-conducting,  self-instructing  agencies,  they  will  live 
after  the  missionary  has  left  them  to  confer  on  another 
neighborhood  the  same  blessing.  Were  every  one  of  these 
schools  to  cease  at  the  end  of  six  months,  who  would  not 
say  that  in  inducing  sixteen  thousand  men  and  women  to 
collect  one  hundred  thousand  neglected  hut  immortal  chil- 
dren into  more  than  two  thousand  Sabbath-schools,  Sab- 
bath after  Sabbath,  for  six  months,  this  Society  had  done 
a work  of  surpassing  excellence  and  utility. 

But  when  we  remember  that  they  are  not  to  cease  at 
the  end  of  six  months,  but  in  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
as  experience  has  shown,  to  go  on  year  after  year,  often  to 
become  the  parents  of  other  schools,  the  germs  of  evangeli- 
cal churches,  and  the  nurseries  of  youthful  piety,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  over-estimate  the  desirableness  of  this  mode  of 
home  evangelization. 

NEW  ENGLAND. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Rev.  S.  Souther , Superinten- 
dent of  Missions  in  the  State  of  Maine,  the  Society  has  no 
permanent  missionaries  in  New  England. 

During  the  year,  student  missionaries  have  labored  in 
Maine,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts. 
Their  efforts,  together  with  those  of  Mr.  Souther,  resulted 
in  the  organization  of  79  new  schools,  with  841  teachers 
and  4,2d0  scholars.  Of  these  schools,  five  were  formed  in 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  by  a student  from  Wil- 
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liams  College,  who  has  spent  two  vacations  in  successive 
years  in  that  county.  The  fact  is  an  interesting  one,  as 
showing  that  there  is  a work  to  he  done,  even  in  the  most 
highly-favored  parts  of  our  land.  Mr.  Souther  writes,  that 
on  a review  of  his  labors  in  the  State  of  Maine,  he  finds 
that  he  has  reached  by  public  addresses  150  towns  and 
cities,  containing,  in  1850,  813,396  of  the  population  of 
the  State,  and  that  his  assistants  have  reached  100  more. 
There  still  remain  many  places  on  his’  field  not  even  visited 
by  the  Sunday-school  missionary.  Of  one  thing  he  says 
he  is  certain,  namely,  that  there  is  in  the  State  an  abun- 
dance of  opportunity  to  iconic. 

MIDDLE  STATES. 

It  would  not  be  an  unnatural  supposition,  upon  the  part 
of  persons  whose  attention  had  not  been  especially  called 
to  the  subject,  that  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania,  possessing  as  they  do  a large  proportion 
of  the  wealth,  intelligence,  energy  and  piety  of  our  land, 
could  dispense  with  missionary  labor.  And  yet,  though 
in  a less  degree  than  in  some  other  parts  of  our  country, 
there  is  within  these  States  a call,  and  an  urgent  call  too, 
for  just  such  efforts  as  are  put  forth  by  this  Society.  Many 
counties  in  these  old  States  are  absolutely  more  in  need  of 
the  aid  of  the  home  missionary  than  many  counties  in 
States  farther  to  the  West.  There  are  “old  destitutions,” 
as  well  as  new  ones ; there  are  neglected  and  needy  spots 
at  the  East  as  well  as  at  the  West;  there  are  settlements 
given  up  to  irreligion,  Sabbath  desecration  and  ignorance 
in  the  valleys  of  the  Delaware,  the  Hudson  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna, as  well  as  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Herman  element  pre- 
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sents,  in  some  places,  a serious  obstacle  to  the  Sunday- 
school  movement.  Opposition  to  innovation  is  a principle 
of  action,  or  rather  of  inaction , so  deeply  imbedded  in  the 
minds  of  this  portion  of  our  population  in  some  of  the 
rural  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  that  any  new  thing  is  sus- 
pected, and  especially  if  it  come  in  the  shape  of  English- 
speaking  men  and  English-reading  books.  “Our  fathers,” 
they  say,  “ had  no  Sunday-schools,  and  did  well  enough ; 
why  then  should  we  have  such  institutions  ?”  In  some 
places  our  missionaries,  even  though  German-speaking  men, 
were  opposed  by  the  ministers  as  Methodists  or  Pietists. 
The  tone  of  religion  in  some  of  these  churches  is  very  low. 
In  other  places  they  were  received  kindly,  and  met  a hearty 
response  to  their  efforts  to  establish  Sunday-schools. 


IGNORANCE. 

One  of  our  missionaries  in  this  State,  writes  : — 

“ I have  found  the  destitution  very  great : I have  discovered  in 
some  instances  a degree  of  ignorance  that  would  astound  some  of  our 
more  intelligent  citizens. 

“ The  children  are  greatly  neglected,  even  as  regards  a common 
school  education,  and  much  more  so  as  regards  religious  training.  I 
have  seen  an  article  afloat  in  the  papers,  stating  that  in  one  of  the 
Western  States,  certain  school  directors  had  been  found  who  could 
not  read,  and  pronouncing  it  a 1 burning  shame’  to  said  State.  Now, 
I have  met  with  not  a few  school  directors  in  Pennsylvania  who 
could  neither  read  nor  write  their  names!  And  some  of  these  wise- 
acres did  not  hesitate  to  oppose  Sunday-schools.  Many  hundreds 
of  children  are  still  growing  up  without  the  advantages  of  the  Sab- 
bath-school, and  faithful  instruction  from  God’s  word. 

“ I have  not  always  had  such  material  to  deal  with,  else  I might 
have  been  tempted  to  give  up  in  despair.  We  met  with  some  gener- 
ous-hearted, whole-souled,  intelligent,  and  pious  people,  who  were 
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ready  and  willing  to  aid  us  in  our  mission.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
these,  we  could  have  done  but  little  in  establishing  schools. 

“ Of  course  my  remarks  have  special  reference  to  the  country  dis- 
tricts. The  towns  are  very  much  in  advance  of  them,  being  well 
supplied  with  Sunday-schools  and  preaching.” 

CONVERSIONS. 

An  incident  narrated  by  a missionary,  will  illustrate  tbe 
use  of  tbe  Sunday -school  and  tbe  Sunday-school  missionary 
in  Eastern  New  York.  Our  brother  in  tbe  course  of  bis 
labors  during  the  past  year,  found  among  tbe  Catskill 
mountains  a neglected  settlement  almost  entirely  destitute 
of  religious  privileges.  Many  a visitor  in  search  of  tbe 
beautiful  and  sublime  may  have  gazed  from  the  mountain 
top  upon  that  valley  with  delight,  charmed  with  the  blend- 
ings of  light  and  shade,  of  deep,  rich  foliage,  with  rugged 
rocks  and  scattered  dwellings,  but  in  its  bosom  were  other 
sights  and  other  sounds — irreligion  and  neglect  of  God 
here  dwelt.  He  labored  hard  with  the  people,  and  they 
were  prepared  to  have  a Sunday-school ; but  who  should 
superintend  it  ? He  walked  five  miles  to  the  house  of  a 
godly  man,  and  got  his  consent  to  take  the  office ; then  he 
returned,  organized  the  school,  and  left  it  with  prayers  to 
God,  but  faintly  hoping  that  it  might  live.  Again,  this 
year,  he  lias  gone  to  that  field,  and  now  writes  us  that  a 
revival  has  blessed  the  school.  The  interest  commenced 
within  it,  but  extended  beyond  its  bounds;  one  class  of 
eight  were  all  hopefully  converted,  and  some  twenty  trust 
that  they  have  given  their  hearts  to  God. 

In  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, excluding  the  city  of  New  York,  there  have  been 
organized  through  the  direct  efforts  of  the  missionaries  of 
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the  Union,  445  new  schools,  into  which  3,462  teachers  and 
16,710  pupils  have  been  collected.  Besides  these  new 
schools,  950  existing  schools  were  visited  and  aided  in 
various  ways. 


SOUTHERN  STATES. 

In  no  part  of  our  country  is  the  Sunday-school  mission- 
ary more  needed  or  more  useful  than  in  our  Southern 
States.  In  some  portions  of  these  States  the  largeness  of 
estates,  and  the  consequent  scattered  state  of  the  popula- 
tion, present  formidable  obstacles  to  the  establishment  of 
Sunday-schools.  Yet  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
mass  of  the  white  population  does  not  consist  of  large 
landed  proprietors,  and  that  the  very  fact  that  the  wealthy 
minority  are  thus  scattered,  increases  the  need  of  just  such 
missionary  efforts  as  it  is  the  province  of  this  Society  to 
put  forth.  The  first  result  of  this  state  of  things  is  the 
employment  of  private  instructors,  family  tutors  and  gov- 
ernesses by  those  able  to  afford  it ; and  the  consequence  of 
this  private  instruction  of  the  children  of  the  more  wealthy, 
is  the  weakening  of  the  efforts  for  general  public  instruc- 
tion. Hence  the  number  of  neighborhoods  entirely  desti- 
tute of  schools  is  greater  in  proportion  to  the  population 
than  in  most  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  It  is  to 
these  settlements,  containing  ten,  twenty,  thirty  families 
within  a range  of  three  or  four  miles  from  a centre,  that 
the  Sunday-school  missionary  comes  on  his  errand  of  love, 
to  them  truly  as  a messenger  from  heaven.  And  nowhere 
are  results  more  cheering  and  fruits  more  speedily  seen 
than  in  just  such  places.  The  materials  of  which  the 
Sunday-school  is  to  be  composed  may  be  poor,  but  it  is  the 
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best  the  place  affords ; and  the  Spirit  of  God  is  pleased  in 
a multitude  of  instances  to  make  this  humble  agency  the 
channel  of  converting  grace  to  young  and  old,  to  teacher 
and  taught. 

In  the  State  of  Virginia  thirty-four  laborers  were  em- 
ployed, principally  for  short  terms  of  service,  by  whom 
5,536  scholars  and  989  teachers  were  gathered  into  158 
new  schools ; while  171  schools,  with  6,092  scholars,  were 
visited  and  aided.  By  these  missionaries  some  30,000  of 
our  books  were  put  in  circulation  by  gift  or  sale,  and  are 
now  making  their  weekly  visits  to  thousands  of  families, 
in  very  many  of  which  religious  reading  was  before  a 
t-kina;  almost  unknown. 

The  following  statement  illustrates  the  complete  dark- 
ness in  which  neighborhoods  may  be  enveloped,  even  in 
the  neighborhood  of  flourishing  towns  blessed  with  the 
full  sunlight  of  gospel  privileges. 

“ I organized  one  school  in  a settlement  that  lies  removed  some 
four  miles  from  any  other  society,  the  way  to  it  being  entirely  through 
the  forest  and  over  mountains.  I was  told  there  was  a lady  residing 
there  temporarily,  who  was  of  a noble  Christian  spirit,  and  would  do 
all  she  could  for  a Sunday-school. 

“ As  soon  as  possible  I made  my  way  to  her  cabin.  She  gave  me 
a touching  description  of  the  place.  She  assured  me  there  was,  in 
her  opinion,  no  heathen  ground  in  Asia  more  destitute,  more  degra- 
ded and  sinful. 

“As  far  as  she  had  been  able  to  learn,  there  never  had  been  but 
one  sermon  preached  there.  Neither  Sabbath,  nor  morality,  nor 
chastity  were  regarded.  I felt  that  surely  it  was  heathen  ground.  I 
was  told  that  the  appearance  of  the  people  and  their  habits  had  im- 
proved fifty  per  cent,  sinee  the  rail-road  hands  had  associated  with 
them,  (a  poor  school  generally  for  morals,  as  we  are  wont  to  suppose.) 

“ I went  through  the  place,  and  found  great  need  of  a Sunday- 
school  ; I also  found  some  of  the  rail-road  contractors  ready  to  be- 
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come  teachers ; but  what  to  do  for  a superintendent  was  next  to  be 
determined.  There  were  no  praying  men  there,  nor  nearer  than  a 
neighborhood  over  two  mountains  through  the  woods,  some  five  miles 
distant. 

“ So  over  the  mountains  I went,  and  succeeded  in  getting  two  ex- 
cellent young  men  to  undertake  the  work.  We  came  together,  and 
all  things  seeming  to  please  and  work  finely ; we  opened  a school  in  a 
saw-mill.  The  friends  helped  themselves  to  books  much  better  than  I 
had  expected.  And  now  all  things  appear  finely  for  a prosperous 
school  of  not  less  than  fifty  children,  of  whom  not  more  than  five  pro- 
bably can  read  a word  ! 

“ I feci  confident  a great  and  good  work  will  be  done  there  ; I look 
upon  it  as  one  of  the  best-spent  weeks  that  I have  passed  on  the  field. 
The  whole  neighborhood  (without,  I believe,  an  exception)  were 
anxious  for  a Sabbath-school  and  for  other  religious  privileges.  I was 
told  that  no  Bible  agent,  colporteur  or  missionary  of  any  kind  had 
ever  visited  that  place  before.” 

LOG  ROLLING. 

One  of  our  student  missionaries  in  Western  Virginia  writes : — “ I 
would  say  a thousand  things  to  you  of  my  varied  success,  but  I have 
not  bad  a really  leisure  hour  since  I came  into  the  country.  The  peo- 
ple are  always  doing,  and  in  order  to  make  any  successful  effort  among 
them,  the  agent  must  be  a hard-working  man.  The  towns  and  settle- 
ments arc  far  from  each  other,  so  that  the  amount  of  travelling  is  very 
great.  I have  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  making  the  people  believe 
that  I was  really  laboring  for  their  good,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  gain. 
They  know  that  lama1  Yankee.’ 

“ At  Middleville,  the  people  thought  that  perhaps  the  matter  would 
work,  and  perhaps  not,  with  a wonderful  accent  on  the  word  ‘per- 
haps.’ I went  out  into  the  country,  and  found  the  people  at  a 1 roll- 
ing.’ I went  into  the  new  piece  of  land  in  which  they  were  piling  up 
the  logs,  and  told  them  my  business ; pulled  off  my  coat,  vest  and 
stock,  took  my  ‘spike,’  went  to  work,  and  worked  all  day.  During 
the  day  I found  opportunity  to  converse  with  most  of  them,  and  I as- 
sure you  that  this  rough  but  generous  people  received  me  warmly  into 
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their  confidence.  I had  never  seen  a log-rolling  before,  and  I found 
myself  quite  exhausted  on  the  next  day. 

“You  did  not  send  me  out  to  roll  logs,  but  in  this  way  I here 
established  a Sunday-school ; the  people  bought  eighteen  dollars’  worth 
of  books  for  a library  ; and  they  regard  me  as  a friend.” 

In  Kentucky , under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  John 
McCullough,  sixteen  missionaries  have  been  employed  for 
different  portions  of  the  year,  by  whom  346  schools  have 
been  organized  and  visited,  embracing  2,234  teachers  and 
18,143  scholars.  These  missionaries  haye  travelled  over 
10,000  miles,  delivered  485  addresses,  and  circulated  books 
to  the  value  of  $2,279  40,  of  which  $399  44  were  given. 
If  estimated  by  volumes,  they  would  number  between 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  valuable  publications,  contain- 
ing the  seed  of  the  word,  thus  sown  broadcast  over  this 
inviting  field. 

In  Tennessee  80  new  schools  have  been  organized,  with 
more  than  5,000  pupils ; of  these,  50  were  formed  in  East 
Tennessee,  mainly  in  places  of  great  destitution,  among 
the  mountain  ridges  of  that  region.  Mr.  George  J.  Means, 
by  whose  zealous  labors  these  fifty  schools  were  organized 
in  a single  year,  thus  describes  a 

PREPARATORY  MEETING. 

“ My  host  and  I went  over  about  six  o’clock  to  the  house,  he  carry- 
ing a candle  and  light-wood,  and  I my  Sunday-school  documents  and 
an  axe.  We  found  a dozen  men  assembled  round  a big  fire,  and  one 
candle  knivcd  into  the  wall,  giving  light  enough  for  us  to  look  into 
each  others’  faces.  No  females  attended,  on  account  of  the  bad  walk- 
ing. Other  men  came  in  soon,  and  I opened  the  subject  before  a 
congregation  of  about  twenty  persons,  from  as  many  different  families. 
We  spent  the  evening  till  past  nine  o’clock.  They  seemed  unwilling 
to  go,  so  long  as  there  was  any  thing  to  learn  respecting  Sunday- 
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schools.  They  elected  a fine  old  man  for  superintendent,  and  Squire 
* * * for  librarian.  This  man  has  considerable  influence  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  others  feared  he  would  not  be  willing  to  take  part 
in  the  work.  When  I visited  him  before  the  prayer-meeting,  he  at 
once  signified  his  readiness  to  go  forward  and  help  all  he  could,  and  I 
managed  to  get  him  appointed  chairman  of  the  meeting,  so  that  by 
working  round  him  a little  I had  no  difficulty.  He  has  energy  and 
enthusiasm,  and  drives  along  whatever  he  engages  in.  There  are 
three  or  four  families  who  were  inclined  to  draw  back  from  Sunday- 
schools  ; one  of  them  will  join  the  school,  however,  cordially,  and  I 
hope  the  rest  will  be  influenced  to  do  the  same.  They  began  a sub- 
scription that  night  for  Sunday-school  books,  and  were  to  send  on  to 
me  for  them  in  a week  or  so.”  He  adds,  “ I cannot  tell  why  it  is, 
but  the  people  seem  to  be  eager  to  enter  into  Sunday-schools,  and 
need  only  to  have  some  one  to  make  a beginning  for  them 


NORTH-WESTERN  STATES. 

Tbe  results  of  the  labors  of  the  Society  in  the  North- 
Western  States,  during  the  past  year,  have  been  most 
gratifying.  In  these  large  and  important  portions  of  the 
great  American  confederacy,  the  Sunday-school  mission- 
ary finds  an  ever  enlarging  field  of  labor.  The  rapid  growth 
of  their  population,  both  by  natural  increase  and  by  im- 
migration, causes  a constant  demand  for  new  efforts,  to 
maintain  in  their  ever  multiplying  settlements  even  the 
simplest  form  of  religious  institutions.  This  necessity  is 
increased  by  the  uncontrollable  propensity  of  such  a pop- 
ulation to  divide  and  subdivide,  and  subdivide  again,  as 
new  fields  for  enterprise  open  before  them  in  the  receding 
horizon  of  the  West.  At  the  the  same  time,  the  well- 
known  want  of  homogeneousness  in  religious  belief,  charac- 
teristic of  these  Western  neighborhoods,  is  most  happily 
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met  by  the  Union  principle  and  Catholic  practice  of  our 
society. 

In  Ohio  a good  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  year. 
In  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  our  veteran  friend  and 
fellow-laborer,  the  Rev.  B.  W.  Chidlaw  reports  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  new  Sunday-schools  organized,  and  thirty- 
eight  visited  and  aided.  Teachers  in  the  schools,  1,019  ; 
scholars,  5,868;  books  sold,  $1,179  63;  books  given,  $603. 
He  writes : — 

“ In  view  of  what  the  Lord  hath  done,  through  our  feeble  agency, 
we  would  thank  God,  and  take  courage.  While  worldliness,  Roman- 
ism and  infidelity  are  rampant  on  this  field,  we  rejoice  that  God  and 
his  people  have  enabled  us  to  plant  the  Sunday-school  banner  in  more 
than  one  hundred  settlements  and  villages ; that  over  5,000  of  the  log- 
cabin  children  have  entered  the  Sunday-school  fold,  where,  from  the 
word  of  God,  good  books  and  oral  instruction,  they  have  been  fed  with 
the  bread  of  life  and  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word. 

“ God  has  permitted  me  to  be  a Sunday-school  missionary  near 
eighteen  years,  and  my  confidence  in  the  mission  of  the  American 
Sunday-school  Union  as  an  evangelizing  agency  was  never  stronger 
than  it  is  to-day ; and  my  convictions  of  its  necessity  were  never  deeper 
and  clearer.  How  can  we  reach  the  mind  and  heart  of  our  2,000,000 
of  children  and  youth  at  the  West,  who  are  unblessed  with  the  means 
of  religious  education,  in  a better,  a more  hopeful,  or  a more  certain 
way  than  by  the  Sunday-school,  with  its  divine  text-book,  its  Chris- 
tian literature,  and  its  sound  oral  teaching  1 And  how  can  this  heaven- 
blessed  agency  reach  this  mass  of  immortals  sooner  and  more  effectu- 
ally than  by  the  missionary  of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union  1 

“ Shall  we  go  on  with  this  work  in  behalf  of  the  children  of  the 
West  1 I shall  need  at  least  $3,000  for  my  field  for  1855.  Shall  I 
have  it  ? Shall  we  gather  10,000  children  into  our  Sunday-schools 
next  year  ! The  appropriation  of  $3,000,  and  the  Divine  blessing, 
would,  we  think,  enable  us  to  do  this.  Time  is  short,  and  the  work 
is  great  We  need  to  be  in  earnest,  and  full  of  faith,  trusting  in  God.” 
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The  Rev.  Henry  Payne,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  though 
partially  disabled  by  a bronchial  affection,  reports  17  new 
schools  organized,"  and  49  others  visited  and  aided. 

Adding  the  results  of  the  labors  of  other  and  more 
temporary  agents,  we  have  more  than  200  Sunday-schools 
newly  organized  in  this  State,  and  into  these  schools 
10,000  children  gathered  in  a single  year. 

The  Rev.  William  S.  Taylor,  Missionary  Superintendent 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  gives  us  very  cheering  statements 
of  the  success  of  the  Sunday-school  missionary  efforts  in 
that  State.  He  says  : — 

“ On  this  field  during  the  past  year,  we  have  established  212  new 
Sabbath-schools,  in  which  1,168  teachers  have  been  engaged  in  gratu- 
itous labor,  in  instructing  6,065  children  and  youth  gathered  into 
them.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  other  schools,  with  1,623  teachers 
and  10,036  scholars,  have  been  supplied  and  encouraged.  In  carrying 
forward  this  work,  3,289  dollars’  worth  of  valuable  books  have  been 
distributed  by  sale,  and  608  dollars  by  donation,  making  in  all  27,942 
volumes.  From  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  in  these  442  Sabbath-schools, 
the  word  of  life  has  been  explained  to  more  than  16,000  children  and 
youth,  whose  characters  are  rapidly  forming,  and  who  will  with  the 
rising  throng  soon  wield  the  power  of  the  nation.  The  2,700  teachers 
thus  employed  have  been  doing  a good  work.  In  a peaceful  way  they 
have  contributed  more  to  the  strength  and  glory  of  the  land,  than  hosts 
of  armed  men  encamped  in  the  midst  of  us.  There  are  now  in  this 
State  90,000  children  and  youth  out  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  of 
these  the  greater  part  are  destitute  of  religious  training  at  home  or  in 
the  house  of  God.” 

Mr.  J.  W.  McIntyre,  of  Indianapolis,  reports  three 
years  and  sixteen  days  as  the  time  spent  in  Sunday-school 
labors  by  himself  and  bis  assistants  in  Indiana , and  as  the 
result  of  these  labors — 
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112  Sunday-schools  newly  organized. 

99  ‘ “ “ visited  and  aided. 

701  teachers  enlisted  in  the  new  schools. 

- 4609  children  gathered  into  these  schools. 

$348.60  given  in  libraries,  text-books,  &c. 

$3355.85  worth  of  books  sold. 

11,464  miles  travelled. 

251  addresses  delivered. 

The  Rev.  L.  P.  Crawford,  of  Chicago,  reports  ninety- 
three  new  Sunday-schools  organized  in  Northern  Illinois, 
and  one  hundred  visited  and  revived.  The  work  was 
hindered  to  some  degree  by  the  great  heat  of  the  last  sum- 
mer and  by  the  prevalence  of  cholera.  Although  these 
causes  in  some  cases  interrupted  the  labors  of  our  mission- 
aries, the  success  of  our  efforts  in  this  district  has  been 
such  as  to  encourage  and  cheer  us.  In  some  cases  the  re- 
sults have  been  very  interesting. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Yail,  of  Milwaukee,  Missionary  Agent  for 
Wisconsin,  reports  the  results  of  the  past  year  in  this  State 
as  follows  : — 


“ There  have  been  engaged,  during  the  past  season,  eight  mission- 
aries, from  one  to  twelve  months.  Aggregate  amount  of  service  four 
years, 


The  number  of  new  schools  organized  - - 125 

“ “ old  “ assisted  and  visited  250 — 375 

The  number  of  scholars  in  new  schools  - - 4,407 

“ “ “ “ old  “ - - 12'224—  16,631 

“ “ “ teachers  in  new  and  old  schools  2,111 

Amount  sold  by  missionaries,  and  at  Deposi- 
tory in  Milwaukee  -----  §2,708  73 
Amount  given  to  new  and  old  schools  - - §1,230  54 — §3,939  27 


Which  is  equal  to  39,000  volumes  of  190  pages,  or  7,410,000  pages 
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of  religious  and  moral  reading  matter.  Number  of  families  visited, 
2,647.  Number  of  addresses  delivered  to  day-schools,  Sabbath-schools 
and  congregations,  371.  To  accomplish  the  above  work,  the  Sunday- 
school  missionaries  have  travelled  10,300  miles.” 

THE  WORK  PROSPERING. 

Mr.  Vail  says : “We  have  much  to  encourage  us  in  the  good  work. 
There  is  an  evidently  increasing  perception,  in  the  minds  of  all  classes, 
of  the  importance  of  the  Sabbath-school  enterprise. 

“ Much  of  the  missionary  work  of  the  past  year  (as  must  be  that  of 
the  present)  has  been  expended  in  new  settlements  formed  in  the  older 
counties,  from  the  fact  that  lands  that  were  passed  by,  by  the  first  set- 
tlers, are  now  being  taken  by  the  newly-arrived  emigrants. 

“ There  has  been  a very  large  increase  of  population  the  past  year, 
and  of  that  class  for  which  the  Sabbath-school  is  most  happily  adapted. 
With  its  attractive  libraries,  it  is  prepared  to  meet  their  neglected  in- 
tellectual and  moral  wants. 

“ The  services  of  a German  Sunday-school  missionary,  who  has 
labored  for  us,  has  convinced  me  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  em- 
ploying one  German  and  one  Norwegian,  to  labor  with  their  country- 
men.” 

The  Rev.  J.  N.  Williams,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  reports  33 
Sunday-schools  newly  organized,  and  71  visited  and  aided. 
He  thus  describes 


THE  PROCESS. 

“ Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  the  process  of  Sunday-school 
missionary  labor.  Mine  is  as  follows  : On  going  into  a new  neighbor- 
hood, I first  learn  how  many  children  there  are,  and  inquire  whether 
there  are  any  Christians.  As  I pass  from  house  to  house,  conversing 
on  Sunday-school  instruction  for  the  young,  I have  good  books  for  the 
adults,  and  little  papers  for  the  children.  Thus  I set  them  to  thinking 
on  the  subject,  and  soon  the  whole  neighborhood  is  conversing  about 
it.  Leaving  an  appointment  to  preach  to  them  or  address  them  on 
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the  following  Sabbath,  I go  into  a new  neighborhood.  There  I repeat 
the  process  until  I have  two  or  three  appointments.  At  the  meetings 
I present  the  importance  of  early  religious  instruction,  &c.,  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  address  call  upon  the  people  to  decide  whether  they 
will  or  will  not  have  a Sunday-school.  Almost  invariably  the  vote  is 
in  the  affirmative. 

“I  then  help  them  to  organize  the  school  and  procure  subscriptions 
for  a library.  When  these  are  collected,  I take  them  the  books,  and 
after  the  Sabbath  go  on  to  other  places,  preparing  the  way  for  the  next 
Sabbath.  As  often  as  I can  I visit  the  neighborhoods  to  which  I have 
been  before,  advising,  encouraging  and  supplying  them  with  books. 

“ Thus,  on  my  first  visit,  I circulate  good  books,  mostly  in  the  form 
of  Sunday-school  tracts ; then  I bring  into  the  neighborhood  perhaps 
a hundred  bound  volumes,  which  are  put  into  constant  circulation. 
Besides  these,  and  most  important  of  all,  the  Sunday-school  is  organ- 
ized and  set  in  motion,  so  that  it  moves  on  after  the  missionary  has 
gone.  It  is  a machine  set  in  operation  that  rolls  on,  and  our  prayer 
is  that  it  may  roll  on  in  all  the  future,  diffusing  the  truth  to  the  glory 
of  God.” 


CANADA. 

The  Board  have  for  some  years  extended  their  mission- 
ary efforts  to  our  neighbors  in  Canada,  and  with  the 
happiest  results.  Large  portions  of  Canada,  both  East  and 
West,  are  occupied  by  a new  population,  Scotch,  Irish, 
English  and  American,  whose  circumstances  and  wants  are 
so  similar  to  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  newer  States, 
that  the  missions  of  the  Union  are  as  well  adapted  to  meet 
their  case  as  those  of  our  own  fellow-citizens. 

Our  missionaries  have  been  generally  received  with 
kindness  by  the  people,  and  they  have  succeeded  to  a very 
gratifying  extent  in  establishing  Sunday-schools  among 
them. 

During  the  past  year  our  efforts  in  Canada  have  been 
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confined  to  the  western  province,  the  territory  lying  north 
of  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie.  In  this  region,  student 
missionaries  only  have  been  employed.  Their  labors  have 
resulted  in  the  organization  of  87  new  schools,  into  which 
537  teachers  and  3,895  scholars  have  been  gathered,  and 
in  visiting  114  other  schools,  with  8,000  teachers  and 
scholars,  and  in  the  circulation  of  more  than  $2,000  worth 
of  our  books. 

One  of  our  missionaries  in  Canada,  who  labored  with 
great  success,  concludes  his  report  with  the  following 

APPEAL. 

“ I will  only  ask  you  to  survey  the  field  of  Canada  once  more. 
West  Missouri  is  said  to  be  far  more  destitute  than  East.  Four 
townships  in  my  county  are  yet  unvisited.  At  the  same  time  remem- 
ber that  Oxford  county  is  but  a speck  ! Repeated  and  urgent  calls 
have  I received  from  the  neighboring  county  of  Perth.  I have 
promised,  indeed,  my  own  services,  or  those  of  another  missionary, 
the  coming  year.  The  ‘Queen’s  Bush,’  in  Northern  Perth,  is  alarm- 
ingly destitute ; while  still  farther  north  and  west,  to  the  shores  of 
Huron,  the  Bible  and  the  Sabbath  are  said  to  be  almost  unknown. 
Sunday-school  missionaries  must  he  sent.  Where  are  the  means  1 
Where  are  the  men  1 I only  request  that,  another  year,  if  God  shall 
spare  my  life,  you  will  permit  me  to  labor  once  more  in  this  field.” 

ST.  LOUIS  DISTRICT. 

The  district  which  has  St.  Louis  for  its  centre  embraces 
the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  southern  portions  of  the 
States  of  Iowa  and  Illinois.  In  this  large  field,  which  for 
nine  years  has  been  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  A. 
W.  Corey,  a noble  work  has  been  done ; and,  although  the 
land  to  be  possessed  far  exceeds  that  of  which  we  have 
already  taken  possession,  we  cannot  but  rejoice  in  the  sue- 
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cess  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  has  here  attended  the 
Society’s  labors.  During  the  past  year,  761  Sunday- 
schools,  containing  5,520  teachers  and  37,771  scholars 
have  been  organized,  visited  or  aided.  To  these  schools 
§1,759  57  worth  of  books  have  been  given,  and  §9,307  60 
sold. 

In  the  past  nine  years  4,991  Sunday-schools  have  been 
organized  or  aided,  with  37,918  teachers  and  243,035 
scholars.  And  now,  let  a fact  with  regard  to  a missionary 
laboring  on  this  field,  show  one  instance  of  the  blessed  re- 
sults which  may  flow  from  a single  school. 

“ Several  years  since  the  children  of  an  uneducated  and  irreligious 
man  in  Kentucky  were  induced  to  attend  a Sunday-school.  They 
became  much  interested  in  the  exercises  and  lessons  of  the  school,  and 
persuaded  their  father  to  accompany  them.  As  he  witnessed  the  pro- 
cess of  instruction,  it  occurred  to  him  that  here  was  a chance  for  him- 
self ; for  he  had  never  been  to  school  a day  in  his  life,  and  could  not 
read.  He  took  his  seat  in  a class,  beside  his  own  children,  learned 
with  them  to  spell,  and  then  to  read  his  Bible,  and  not  to  read  only, 
but  also  to  understand  its  sacred  truths.  He  was  hopefully  converted, 
and  took  his  place  among  the  people  of  God.  He  now  determined  to 
give  his  life  to  the  service  of  his  Master.  ‘ I owe  every  thing,’  said  he, 
‘ that  I am  and  hope  for,  under  God,  to  the  Sunday-school ; and  I will 
devote  my  life  to  the  Sunday-school  cause.’  He  has,  for  more  than 
five  years,  adhered  unflinchingly  and  unweariedly  to  his  purpose ; giv- 
ing his  whole  time  and  energies  to  the  establishment  and  assistance  of 
Sunday-schools  in  the  West,  in  connection  with  the  American  Sun- 
day-school Union.  Few  men  have  excelled  him  either  in  labors  or 
successes.  Within  these  five  years  he  has  reported  to  the  Superin- 
tending Agent  of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union  at  St.  Louis,  the 
organization  of  more  than  four  hundred  Sabbath-schools  in  Illinois 
and  Missouri.  His  son  has  also  received  a commission  from  the  Union, 
and  is  engaged  with  his  father  in  this  good  work  at  the  present  time. 

“ A short  time  since  he  wrote  to  a friend  some  account  of  his  last 
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year’s  work : an  extract  from  the  letter  will  show  something  of  the 
efficiency  and  spirit  of  the  man.  He  says — ‘ Upon  examination  I find 
that  I have  in  the  past  year  organized  seventy-one  new  Sunday-schools, 
reorganized  forty,  (many  of  the  country  Sunday-schools  disbanding 
during  the  winter,)  and  visited  twenty-three  more;  making  in  all  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  schools  for  the  year.  These  schools  contain 
1,008  teachers  and  6,174  scholars.  These  Sunday-schools  are  scattered 
over  twenty-two  counties — fourteen  in  Missouri  and  eight  in  Illinois; 
many  of  them  are  settlements  destitute  of  the  ministers  of  Christ.  If 
our  Eastern  friends  could  but  see  the  results  of  the  efforts  now  making 
and  that  have  been  made  by  the  American  Sunday-school  Union, 
funds  would  not  be  wanting  to  carry  on  this  glorious  enterprise.  I 
can  see  nothing  so  well  calculated  to  reach  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
that  are  scattered  in  this  great  valley ; and  every  year  increases  the 
number  hundreds  of  thousands  more.  The  field  of  my  labor  grows  so 
fast,  that  keep  pace  with  it  I cannot.  What  can  one  man  do  among 
such  a mighty  host  1 There  should  be  fifty  missionaries  in  my  field 
of  labor,  instead  of  one.  This  is  not  guess  work.  I have  been  over  the 
field  time  and  again,  and  I am  confident  that  fifty  missionaries  cannot 
do  what  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done.’  ” 

Sucli  an  appeal  for  the  Sunday-school  missionary  work, 
from  one  who  has  himself  learned  the  first  elements  of 
human  knowledge  not  only,  but  also  the  way  of  life,  in  the 
Sabbath-school,  comes  to  us  with  irresistible  force.  Yet 
his  words  are  but  the  utterance  of  the  wants  of  tens  of 
thousands  and  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  inhabitants 
of  our  own  beloved  land.  We  re-echo  it  to  the  Christian 
men  and  women  and  children  of  its  more  favored  com- 
munities, imploring  them  to  awake  to  the  wants  of  their 
own  countrymen,  bone  of  their  bone,  and  flesh  of  their 
flesh,  now,  or  soon  to  be,  partakers  with  them  of  all  the 
responsibilities  of  American  citizenship,  but,  in  the  in- 
scrutable providence  of  a Sovereign  God,  far,  far  beneath 
them  in  the  blessings  of  all  others  most  precious — the 
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blessings  of  the  institutions  of  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Our  aim  is  to  invite  the  whole  population  of  this  country 
to  Bible  study  on  the  Lord’s  day.  We  are  not  afraid  to 
intrust  this  privilege  of  searching  the  Scriptures  to  the 
people  themselves ; we  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Christian  to  know  the  truth  and  to  labor  for  its  spread 
among  the  ignorant  ; we  rejoice  in  the  glorious  field  for 
the  conversion  and  edification  of  souls  opened  to  all  by  the 
Sunday-school ; we  look  with  delight  upon  the  fair  spectacle 
of  Christian  love  and  self-denial  presented  by  existing 
schools;  and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  expend  the  funds  in- 
trusted to  us  by  the  people  of  God  in  the  work  of  establish- 
ing and  up-building  these  nurseries  of  piety  throughout 
our  land.  Endowed  by  the  providence  of  God  with  the 
appliances  for  doing  this  work,  we  appeal  to  the  friends  of 
truth  and  of  Christ,  for  the  means  with  which  to  carry  it 
forward  upon  an  enlarged  and  still  enlarging  scale.  To 
say  that  $100,000  would  be  a small  sum  to  expend  within 
the  bounds  of  these  United  States  during  the  coming  year, 
is  no  loose  or  conjectural  assertion;  it  is  the  language  of 
truth  and  soberness.  May  God  put  it  into  the  hearts  of 
his  people  to  devise  liberal  things  for  the  souls  of  their 
countrymen,  young  and  old;  and  may  his  blessing,  without 
which  all  efforts  are  in  vain,  crown  the  labor  of  our  hands 
and  hearts,  filling  heaven  with  joy  and  earth  with  praise; 
and  to  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  shall  be  all  the 
glory  ! 


The  Society  is  anxious  to  extend  the  benefits  of  its  mis- 
sionary labors  to  many  destitute  districts  of  our  country. 
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Well  qualified  men  are  offering  their  services,  but  the 
necessary  means  are  lacking.  Donations  to  this  work  are 
earnestly  solicited,  and  will  be  gladly  received  at  the 
Depository,  No.  816  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia,  or  by 
either  of  the  District  Secretaries  or  Agents  of  the  Society. 


Secretary  for  MIDDLE  DISTRICT. 

Rev.  R.  B.  Westbrook, 

316  CHESTNUT  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 


DEPOSITORIES. 

New  York  Depository — Geo.  S.  Scofield,  147  Nassau  st. 
Boston  Depository — Henry  Hoyt,  9 Cornhill. 

Cincinnati  Depository — Geo.  Crosby,  41  West  Fourth  st. 
Louisville  Depository — Wm.  H.  Bulicley,  103  Fourth  st. 
St.  Louis  Depository — A.  W.  Corey,  80  Chestnut  st. 
Rochester  Depository — C.  T.  Cherry,  66  State  st. 
Charleston  Depository — W.  N.  Hughes,  17  Chalmers  st. 


Form  of  Bequest  to  the  American  Sunday-school  Union. 

I give  and  bequeath  to  the  American  Sunday-school 

Union,  established  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

dollars. 


